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Group Practicum Part I: Women’s Reproductive Archive Collection Appraisal Report 


Mission Statement 
The mission of the Women’s Reproductive Archive at the National Women’s History Museum is 


to educate the public about the difficult history women have had with their reproductive rights 
and autonomy. The goal of the archive is to spread awareness of how reproductive autonomy has 
affected women throughout history, highlighting the disproportional effect on poor women and 
women of color. The vision is that through education, women all over the world can receive 


better reproductive care and autonomy. 


Collection Plan 
The Women’s Reproductive Archive collects items, both physical and digital, that are related to 


the reproductive rights, experiences, and struggles of women throughout history around the 
world. The archive has a special interest in collecting items that represent the disproportionate 
struggles women of color and poor women have faced. The archive collects and displays items 
that will contribute to the overall education of the general public of an incredibly intimate and 
unique experience women face. Examples of items collected include but are not limited to: 
Official government documents 

Medical equipment 

Photographs 

Oral histories 


Videos 
Political images/propaganda 


Topics related to such items include but are not limited to: 


Contraception 
Sterilization 

Abortion 

Reproductive legislation 


Significant historical figures 


Women’s Reproductive Archive Collection 


Images 
1. Pat Schroeder (D-CO) Addresses Abortion Rally, Nov. 2, 1977. 
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/washington-dc-representative-pat-schroeder 


-addresses-a-news-photo/515354698 


2. Reaction to US Supreme Court Roe v. Wade, June 24, 2022 
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/abortion-rights-activists-carrie-mcdonald-and 
-soraya-bata-news-photo/1404876515?adppopup=true 
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3. Instruments used in criminal abortions. 


httos://www.bridgemanimages.com/en-US/european-photographer/instruments-used-in-crimi 
nal-abortion-b-w-photo/black-and-white-photograph/asset/5216298 
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Fic. 668.—Instruments used in criminal abortion. (After Wulffen.) 


4. Aspiration Abortion Procedure 


Gently dilate the cervix 

Use dilators of increasing size to 
accommodate cannula size chosen based on 
gestational weeks. 


Insert the cannula 

Apply traction to tenaculum to straighten 
uterus. 

Gently insert cannula through cervix to the 
fundus of the uterus. 


Attach the aspirator 
Attach the aspirator (manual as shown or 
electric) to the cannula. 


Evacuate the uterus 

Rotate the cannula and move it gently from 
the fundus to the internal os, until no more 
tissue passes through the cannula and 
grittiness is felt through the cannula. 


Inspect the tissue 

Rinse and strain the tissue, and place tissue 
in a clear container. 

Identify the gestational sac to confirm 
completion of uterine aspiration procedure. 


https://www.primarycare.theclinics.com/article/S0095-4543%2818%2930072-1/fulltext 


5. Map of States with Abortion Restrictions After Roe Reversal 


Abortion Access by State After the Reversal of Roe 


Full ban to start Expected to 
(8) Banned within a month ( Expected to ban Unknown @ remain legal 


https://people.com/health/see-what-states-have-abortion-restrictions-in-place-and-what-would-chan 
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6. Pro-Life Protesters, 2022 
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https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/anti-abortion-groups-gather-march-life-roes-fate/story?id=82 
400243 


Other Methods of Attempting Abortions Before Roe 
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https://rewirenewsgroup.com/article/201 8/0 1/22/knitting-needles-drinking-lye-women-ended- 
pregnancies-roe/ 


Florida 15 Week Abortion Bill Signing, 2022 
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https://fortune. Perea ron- adesantis- 15-week-abortion-ban-law/ 


9. Roe v Wade Protest, 1973 


HROcHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xiILmMNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=-AQAAANb3xLIPE20kPQGLetuh sjCmP 
w6lelqdl0g34DQZHeEhwWkxXEucmnzDGbBOMI-nvhIVEYjT2YFT-DIH2JEyBZeqGhUFicn3cvu675nCx 
WTBI 6CRSLRO-7bfLHroFgQFGOtFZ-bvhQmLtZXxme05QZUhgRScfLg9GeuxIL1 7ild 


10. US Reports: Roe v Wade, 1973 
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/Il/usrep/usrep4 10/usrep410113/usrep410113.pdf 


11. Abortionists Drawn Diagram of Illegal Procedure for Client, 2010 
http://sarahelliottphotography.com/poor-choices/Sarah Elliott Poor Choices 15/# 


12. Affidavit of Jane Roe, 1970 


https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/affidavit-jane-roe?tm 


l=component&print=1 


&ml=1&iframe=1 


13. Defendant Henry Wade’s Brief, 1970 


FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS Fil 
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DEFENDANT'S BRIEF 


This brief is submitted on behalf of defendant HENRY WADE, 


General of the Sta 


purposes, For the purpose of brevity, those matters raised in 


‘the Attorney General's brief will not be discussed in this brief. 
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THE STATE HAS A COMPELLING INTIREST IN PROTECT- 
ING THE LIFE OF THE UNBORN CHILD. 


The strongest argument in favor of Plaintiff's attack upon 


at the right of the unborn child 


to life is greater than the Plaintiff's right to privacy- 
n in this ares has arisen because of 


the great lack of scientific knowledge g the early stages 


of development of the human embryo unti rely recent tines. 


Since about 1930, the weight of medical authority has 
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1. Wire coat hangers 


https://www.vice.com/en/article/9ae7x3/the-history-of-the-clothes-hanger 


2. Knitting Needles 


http://sarahelliottphotography.com/poor-choices/Sarah Elliott Poor Choices 10/ 


3. Tea abortives like mugwort and pennyroyal 
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(see https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1146&context=gj_etds.) 


4. Abortion Pill (Medical Abortion), Mifepristone and Misoprostol 


NDC: 43393-001-01 


Mifepristone Tablet 
= © 


GenBioPro, 


{ Dispense the enclosed Medication Guide to each pati = 


httos://www.npr.org/2022/05/13/1098000879/abortion-pills-medication-abortion-roe-v-wade 


5. Modern and Legal Abortion Equipment 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S152 1693419301762 


Films 
1. Abortion From a Knitting Needle to Political Swordplay, 1977 Dutch Film 


ABORTUS 


van breinaald tot 
politieksteekspel 


EEN FILM OVER 10 JAAR ABORTUSSTRIJO DOOR HILLIE MOLENAAR (SAMENSTELLING & REGIE) EN 
HELEEN DE WIT (KAMERA & MONTAGE). 16 MM KLEUR, OPTISCH GELUID, SSMIN., NED. 1978 
VERHUUR: FUGITIVE CINEMA NIC.MAESSTRAAT 68 AMSTERDAM TEL. 764320 & 714538 


https://abortionfilms.org/en/show/3446/abortion-from-knitting-needle-to-political-sword 
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2. No Mas Bebés ( documentary about the forced sterilization of Latinas in Los Angeles during 


the 60’s and 70’s https://(www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/no-mas-bebes/ 


3. 4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days by Cristian Mungiu, 2007 (Movie about Romanian young 
women struggle to procure and illegal abortion) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1032846/ 


Books 
1. Coat Hangers & Knitting Needles by DL Nelson, 2018 


Tragedies of Abortion in America Before Roe v. Wade 


D-L NELSON 
https://www.amazon.com/Coat-Hangers-Knitting-Needles-Tragedies-ebook/dp/BO7DHYJ26L 


2. The New Handbook for a Post-Roe America by Robin Marty, 2019 


HANDBOOK FOR A 
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https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Post-Roe-America-Robin-Marty-ebook/dp/B07JEM 
6FGC 


3. The Turnaway Study by Diana Green Foster PhD, 2020 
https: k l k t/The_ Turn. _ Study. html?id=ndToDwAAOBA. 
&source=kp_ book description 


Newspapers 
1. Boston Herald American, 1973 


Combining the best features of the Herald Traveler and Record American 


ES Boston Herald American HOME 
Stocks || 


Pacer en Pace 35 TELEPHONE 425 3000 TUESDAY, UMUARY 22, 1903 a) cents 


Bars Restrictions During First Three Months of Pregnancy 


serene Court Eases Abortion Curbs. 


Kissinger Returning | 
To Paris for Wrapup 


https: k bostonherald. com/2022/05/04/from- be e TaN the-day-roe-v-wade-was 
ssed-7-2/ 
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2. LA Times, 1973 


Unitas Traded to Chargers (=) mi 
pa Angeles Times FNAL) 


ABORTION RULING: 
MOEN KNOWS BEST 


https://documents.latimes.com/archives-roe-vs-wade-decision-times-late-edition/ 
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3. NY Times, 1973 


==] CheNew ork Gimes === 


LYNDON JOHNSON, 36TH PRESIDENT, IS DEAD; 
WAS ARCHITECT OF ‘GREAT SOCIETY’ PROGRAM 


poe Court Rules Abortions Legal the First 3 Months 


https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0122.html 


Supreme Court Overturns Roe v Wade CNBC, June 2022 
https://Awww.cnbc.com/2022/06/24/roe-v-wade-overturned-by-supreme-court-ending-fede 


ral-abortion-rights.html 


Supreme Court Overturns Roe v Wade NPR, June 2022 
https:/Awww.npr.org/2022/06/24/1102305878/supreme-court-abortion-roe-v-wade-decisio 
n-overturn 


Thousands Protest End of Constitutional Right to Abortion NY Times, June 2022 
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/06/24/us/roe-wade-abortion-supreme-court 
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Appraisal Report 


The mission of the Women’s Reproductive Archive at the National Women’s History 
Museum is to educate the public about the difficult history women have had involving 
their reproductive rights and autonomy. Our collection will showcase the struggles 
women all over the world have faced all throughout history. Roe V. Wade has recently 
been overturned and women all across America are suffering but they will not back down 
from continuing the fight for their right to choose what they do with their bodies. This 
collection will show how far reproductive rights have come and the bravery of the 
women defending their rights today. 

Planned Parenthood is an active nonprofit organization founded in 1916, with the mission 
of ensuring access to care and resources to people in need of making decisions related to 
their own bodies, lives, and futures. Planned Parenthood is passionate about delivering 
programs, resources, and tools to audiences in connection with reproductive rights and 
will present these during the day view of the archive. The Planned Parenthood 
organization will serve as a reliable donor considering they are a trusted health care 
provider, educator, and passionate advocate. Because the organization advocates for the 
right to accessible reproductive healthcare, their support of the collection will add to the 
significance of the history and lessons to be learned from the materials in it. 

NARAL (National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws) Pro-Choice America is 
another great nonprofit. It is a nonprofit organization that focuses on defending abortion 
rights and making parent planning more accessible to bring down abortion rates. Making 
parent planning more accessible in order to bring down abortion rates; NARAL 


Pro-Choice America PAC, a registered political action committee that backs pro-choice 


HI. 
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political candidates, and the NARAL Pro-Choice America Foundation, a charitable 
organization devoted to educating the public about reproductive rights have more than 
2.5-million-member activists representing every state. NARAL fights against anti-choice 
attacks and holds those accountable at national and local levels. They also educate the 
general public about the reproductive limitations women face and how they affect them 
and their families. NARAL also fights to end the stigma around abortions and what 
women feel because of societal standards. The organization supports the collection 
through its mission of supporting and protecting the fundamental right and value of a 
woman’s reproductive choice. 

Within the collection, materials will touch on topics such as contraception, sterilization, 
abortion, reproductive legislation, and significant historical figures. A few items to name 
are: 1973 newspaper articles, 1977 abortion rally, 2022 reaction of Roe v. Wade, 
instruments used for criminal abortions, methods of abortions before Roe, modern and 
legal abortion tools, wired coat hangers and knitting needles materials, Margaret Sanger 
creating the first birth control in 1914, and founding Planned Parenthood in 1921. Roe v. 
Wade has remained a constant battle between government officials, the public, and 
women. Some materials within the collection date as far back as 1973 exposing the 
continuous struggles. Signed documents, physical equipment, visual images and sound 
recordings capture the several decade fight of women wanting control of their own body 
and decisions. These materials stand together as a lifelong story and will allow viewers to 
see for themselves the reality of women living in a controlling society. 

Many of the materials within the collection are fragile and require storage that will 


protect its physical features. Such supplies necessary to hold these items are: 


Each document will be stored individually within their own space as well as physical item sets, 


each telling their own captivating story. The cost estimate for the materials needed for the 


. 6 document cases: $13.23 each 


12 artifact storage cartons with lid: $19.50 each 


. Economical Nitrile Gloves: $21.35 


. 4 giant storage boxes for propaganda visuals: $33.19 


14 No-fold storage box with lid: $4.05 each 


. Camera: $50 
. Tape measurer: $5.97 


. Damage proof storage: $160 per month 
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collection is going to be $740.16. With a full year of storage space reserved for the items, it will 


cost $2,500.16. 


